
December 2, 2018 
Sermon Series - UNSELFIE: Serving in a Selfie World 

 

“Getting Serious About Serving” 
Romans 12:1-8 

Last Sunday, Pastor Jerry Roth (Community Pastor Emeritus) shared with us a 

challenge from Romans 12:1-2.  It is a call from God that contains 2 main 

commands:  To be a living sacrifice, and to not be conformed to this world.   

Romans 12:1-2 

We all want to know God’s will for our lives.  But knowing God’s will comes as a 

result of a transformed mind… which comes as a result of resisting the 

conforming tendencies of the world, which happens as we present ourselves as a 

living sacrifice to God. 

 

Being a living sacrifice is a decisive act.  It is NOT the moment of salvation (term 

brothers in vs 1).  But it is a call to begin a life of serving God that does not stop.  

It is ongoing.  It is living.  This is what God expects of us. 

 

As DL Moody once rightly said, “the problem with a living sacrifice is that it keeps 

crawling off the altar.” 

A sacrifice is not “testing of the waters.”  It’s not a test drive.  It’s not a free 

sample.  It is not “let’s try this to see if it’s something that we like.”   

Sacrifice is total and entire, or it is not a sacrifice at all.   

These verses bring a call from God to totally unselfie – and become a living 

sacrifice.  A sacrifice that dies to yourself, and functions as a living one because 

you live for Him – every day, and in every way.   

Have you made this decision?  You have to mean business and to be serious if you 

are getting on that altar.  Are you still on the altar before God, or have you found 

that you’ve crawled off? 

Romans 12:3-8 



Here is our Bible connection between the living sacrifice command and the idea 

of serving in the body of Christ.  God wants us to get serious about serving.   

Getting Serious About Serving Means: 

I. Serve Voluntarily  

No one can put you on that altar.  Present Yourself a living sacrifice. 

Don’t do it out of guilt.  Guilt can motivate, but it is always short-lived. 

Make your voluntary service to God joyful and intentional because He’s called you 

and because you want to. 

 

II. Serve Humbly 

God doesn’t have to have any of us.  But He wants to use us.  And He wants us to 

serve with a mindset that we’re unworthy but willing… that we’re available to 

Him but nothing without Him. 

Romans 12:3 

D.L. Moody was the most famous evangelist in the world in the late 

1800s. People came from around the world to attend his Bible 

Conferences in Northfield, Massachusetts. One year a large group of 

pastors from Europe were among the attendees. They were given rooms 

in the dormitory of the Bible school. As was the custom in Europe, the 

men put their shoes outside the door of their room, expecting them to be 

cleaned and polished by servants during the night. 

Of course there were no servants in the American dorm, but as Moody 

was walking through the halls and praying for his guests, he saw the 

shoes and realized what had happened. He mentioned the problem to a 

few of his students, but none of them offered to help. Without another 

word, the great evangelist gathered up the shoes and took them back to 

his own room where he began to clean and polish each pair. Moody told 

no one what he had done, but a friend who interrupted him in the middle 

of shining the shoes and helped him finish the task later told the story of 

what had happened. Despite the praise and fame he received because of 

God’s blessing on his life and ministry, Moody remained a humble man. 



 

 

III. Serve Cooperatively  

In the body of Christ, we are co-laborers together.  We might be gifted differently, 

and we might have different personalities and passions, but we need each other.   

It is so important that we have a mutual love and respect for others who serve 

alongside us.  Our ministries are co-dependent.  What good would the hand be 

without the arm?  And what good would the heart and lungs be without the ribs?  

And how would any of it work without a backbone?  (By the way, if you are going 

to serve God, but don’t have any backbone – your ministry will be short-lived and 

so will be your impact.  ) 

Romans 12:4-6a 

 

IV. Serve Intentionally  

No one who serves God was a born servant.  But true servants have connected 

with Jesus, have grown in their faith, and have been equipped to serve Him.   

Sometimes people can learn to swim by pushing them into the deep end to figure 

it out.  But those who love to serve and do it intentionally work through a 

progression before they’re ready to go into deeper water.  This doesn’t happen by 

accident.  This is what proper discipleship is intended to do in your life. 

Romans 12:6a.  Awesome challenge. 

Romans 12:6-8 

V. Serve Responsibly  

You should know your gift(s) and use it well.   

You should also know the needs of the ministry and be willingly available to do 

your part and RESPONSIBLY meet that need.   

Voluntary service implies commitment and dependability.  Don’t say that just 

because you’re a volunteer that it is any less important than being a good 

employee or boss.  Being a great volunteer means that you are both committed 

and dependable because you are serving Christ Himself! 



The prophet Isaiah heard the call from God Himself:  Whom Shall I Send?  Who 

will Go for Us? 

He Voluntarily, Humbly, Intentionally, and Responsibly said, “Here I am, Send 

Me.” 

And thus began His ministry for the Lord that still impacts us today. 

 

We are the body of Christ.  Have you connected with Jesus?  Are you growing in 

your faith?  Are you responsibly serving? 

 

Prayer. 

 

Steve – ministry list. 

 

Song – band 

 

Baptisms 

 

Steve wrap-up & dismissal  


