
November 18, 2018 
Sermon Series: UNSELFIE: Serving in a Selfie World 

“Serve Me” Part 3 
I Corinthians 12:27-31 

 
This coming week we will have our fill of the big 4 realities of Thanksgiving week:  
Food, Family, Football and Shopping.  For you, will it be a wonderful week ahead?  
Will it be a stressful week?  Will it be a week of legit giving thanks?   
 
We have so much to be thankful for.  In today’s Scripture, the first verse directs 
our attention to a very important reality in our lives for which we should give 
thanks.   
 
I Corinthians 12:27 
 
As Christ’s Body, We Are: 
 

I. We Are Thankful 
 
We are the Body of Christ… the Church.  This is not a family we were naturally 
born into… but rather, we were adopted into.  The very moment a person puts 
faith/trust in Jesus for salvation… the very moment we experience regeneration 
and new birth… the moment a person is born again by repentance and faith… that 
very moment we are adopted as sons of God and birthed into the Body of Christ.   
 
Jesus’ actual physical body is not on the earth.  It is not on a communion or a 
Eucharist table.  He has ascended to heaven and is physically seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  So we know vs 27 does not refer to us being His Physical body 
on earth.  This is a spiritual reality – that Christ lives in and through us.  “For I have 
been crucified with Christ.  It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.  
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me 
and gave Himself for me.” Gal 2:20. 
 
I can’t think of anything we should thank God for more than that we are the 
Body of Christ and individual members of it.  After all, what is the alternative?  
Scripture says the alternative is to remain dead in our trespasses and sins – 
separated from God and enemies of God. 



 
Friends as members of the Body of Christ, we are thankful. 
 
As Christ’s Body: 
 

II. We Are Responsible 
 
Over the past several weeks, we’ve been in our series, “Unselfie, serving in a selfie 
world.”  And specifically, we’ve been challenged by God in His Word, where He 
says, “SERVE ME.”   
I Corinthians 12-14 speaks clearly about Spiritual Gifts that God has given us all as 
He Wills. 
 
As part of the Body of Christ, it is our God-given calling to Serve Him in that Body 
– not independent of it – but individually members of it.  And as members, He 
calls us to Responsibly carry out the ministry of Jesus – who is in Heaven 
preparing a place for us – but we are on earth Responsibly Serving Him as His 
representatives to the world.  We are His Body. 
 
 
 
 
I Corinthians 12:28-31 
 
These verses list many spiritual gifts – (empowerments for ministry by the HS).  
They are not gifts for you to keep to yourself.  But rather, the recipients of these 
spiritual gifts are morally obligated before God to responsibly use those gifts to 
serve Him as part of Christ’s Body – His hands and feet in this world. 
 
Keep in mind, this is not intended to be a complete and final list.  But the gifts 
that are mentioned here do demonstrate weighty responsibility of those who 
received them. 
 
Notice the progression in vs 28 – there is a first, second, third and then everything 
else.   
 



On first blush, it looks like he’s just listing gifts randomly, until you see in vs 31 
“Earnestly desire the higher gifts.”   
 
Then if you look back at the progression first is Apostle.  Second is Prophet.  Third 
is Teacher. 
 
Apostle:  One who could give personal testimony to having been with Jesus in the 
flesh.  They saw His resurrection and were given the highest of spiritual gifts when 
the early church was in its infancy.  An Apostle likely had the empowerment from 
the HS to all of the gifts listed.  It was on the ministry of Jesus that the church was 
founded.  And then it was on the foundation that the Apostles laid.  The Apostle 
John was the last living true Apostle and when he died, this gift ceased as no one 
else had seen the resurrected Christ and been commissioned like them.  Today, 
their ministry still carries forth as we study the Scripture. 
 
Prophet:  One who was the very mouthpiece of God.  One who could speak on 
the same authority as the written Scriptures.  In the early church, copies of the 
Scriptures were hard to come by.  In fact, they weren’t even complete.  The gift of 
prophecy was the forthtelling of God’s Word at a key time in history.  It was also a 
foretelling of future events and realities.  There have been many powerful 
prophets of God – spiritually gifted for this fundamental role of truth-sharing.  
Their ministry was always based upon the ministry of the Apostles, whose 
ministry was based on Christ Himself.   But there have unfortunately been many 
more false prophets who claim to bring new truth in the name of the Lord.  Many 
of the NT books/letters were written to confront false prophets as false truths 
were being spread.  Thank God for His completed Word that gives us firm and 
final Truth from God.  I believe the gift of prophecy has also ceased in deference 
to the Sacred Holy Scriptures.   
 
Teacher:  One who understands, explains, proclaims and applies God’s Word to 
the world.  This gift is often closely tied to the gift of Pastor.  It doesn’t mean that 
a teacher of God’s word is more important than someone who is not, but it does 
mean that the Responsibility of teaching God’s Word is a weighty one which is the 
primary and most necessary gift for the church.  The teacher/preacher of God’s 
Word has a ministry based on the ministry of prophets of old, which based their 
ministry on the Apostles, who based their ministry on Christ Himself.  Of all the 
gifts listed in vs 28, these are the higher gifts which the church needs.  The church 



benefits from them all as the Apostles and Prophets ministry is carried out 
through the Written Scriptures.  But specifically for us, the Spiritual gift of 
teaching is at the front of the line for the church’s edification. 
After these in vs 28 come gifts of miracles, healing, helping, administrating and 
lastly tongues.  Notice which is more necessary in the Body of Christ:   
Teaching God’s Word or Miracles?   
Teaching God’s Word or Tongues? 
 
The Pentecostal Movement of our day has accentuated these sign gifts and de-
emphasized the primary gift of teaching.   
 
While many gifts in this list have served their purpose and have ceased, there are 
3 key gifts in the list that touch on nearly all of us:  Teaching, helping, and 
administrating.  Nearly every member of the Body of Christ today is spiritually 
gifted in one of these ways – or in subcategories of them.   
 
The Body of Christ is Responsible.  Know your gift.  Develop your gift.  Use your 
gift to make Christ’s ministry go forward.  Connect.  Grow.  Serve. 
 
As Christ’s Body: 
 
 
 

III. We Are Worshipful 
 
…Particularly of Christ for His Sacrifice for our Sins.  Even in the glories of Heaven, 
we will Remember and Worship Him for His awesome salvation.  
 
Revelation 5:9-10 The redeemed people of God in Heaven proclaim this song of 
remembrance:  “for you were slain and by your blood you ransomed people for 
God from every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made 
them a kingdom and priests to our God and they shall Reign upon the earth.” 
 
 
One of the worship ordinances for the Body of Christ is the Lord’s Table.  
Communion.  It is intended to help us be thankful.  To be worshipful.  To 
Remember the Sacrifice Jesus made for our sins.   



As we prepare for communion, the band will lead us in a song of worship where 
the words are an invitation to the body of Christ to draw near to the Lord. 
 
Band:  “O Come to the Altar” 
 
 
This is not a table of sacrifice, but a table of Remembrance.  Jesus, on the night 
that He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, he broke it and 
said, “This is my body which is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  Jesus 
served His disciples this simple meal.  They would then serve Him with their lives.  
He served them, handing them bread saying, “This is my body.”  We now serve 
Him as His body.  And today as the body of Christ, we are His servants and His 
worshipers.   
 
 
Explain the 2 cup format.   
 
 
Communion, by its very name implies unity.  You cannot commune unless you are 

with others and unified with others.  But it also demonstrates our unity with the 

Lord Himself.   

So today, with hearts of unity and thanksgiving, we commune together, 

remembering the Lord’s death and resurrection for us. 

Symbolism of communion.  For the Saved.  It helps us come to terms with the 
reality of Jesus' suffering for us.  This isn't just something we talk about and 
think about.  We believe! 
 
Not the real thing.  Symbolic to help us reflect, remember and thank God.   
 
 Read I Corinthians 11:27-28 "Whoever therefore, eats the bread or drinks 

the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body 

and blood of the Lord.  Let a person examine himself then, and so eat of the 

bread and drink of the cup." 

"The Lord Jesus, on the night that He was betrayed took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, he broke it."  Pray. 



(distribute elements) 

"When He had given thanks He broke it and said, "this is my body which is for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me."  eat  

"In the same way also He took the cup after supper and said, "This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it in remembrance of 

me."  drink 

In Matthew 26, Jesus then said, "I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of 

the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom." 

Prayer.   

Membership video – Cole & Ariel Holtrey.  Vote.  Dismissal.  Band plays out 

Glorious Day 

 
 
 
 


